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ECCLES. XL 9. 

Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth, 
and let thy heart cheer thee in 
the days of thy youth, and walk 
in the ways of thy heart, and in 
the fight of thine eyes: but know 
thou, that for all theſe things 
God vill bring thee into guds- 


ment. 


HE apparent deſign of $/9m97 
in this book is to draw out the 
allurements and enjoyments 
of this life in their wideſt 
compaſs, and ſtrongeſt light; and to ſhew 
how low they ſink, how inſufficient they 
are to make up a real ſatisfaction worthy 
of man, or equal to the capacities and ap- 
petites he is form'd with, how they are 
nterwoven with preſent evils, to take off 
the edge of our preſent pleaſure in them, 
and how uſeleſs and unprofitable we ſhall 
ind them, when in A th world we ſhall 
lurvive them. And his governing view in 
I all 


CS 7) 


all this, is to draw off our eager pur- 
ſuits from all theſe things to what is more 


excellent in it ſelf, and better calculated 


for our happineſs in the preſent and future 
world. Hence he begins and ends his 
theme with this remarkable motto, Lan. 
ty of vanities, all is vanity : and ſums up 


the concluſion of the whole matter thus; 


Fear God, and keep his commandments, fi; 
this is the whole duty of Man ; for God 
ſhall bring every work into judgment, with 
every ſecret thing, whether it be good, Gr 
whether it be evil. 8 


According to this turn and view of the 


whole book, he in the Roo verſes imme- 
diately preceeding our text, ſets out this 
preſent life, with the comforts of it, as 
deſirable bleſſings; and yet to ſhew that 
they are not the moſt deſirable, but 
that vanity muſt nevertheleſs be written 
upon them, he repreſents their ſhort pe- 
riod, beyond which we can't enjoy them, 
and their laſting conſequent, that great 
lengths of darkneſs will ſucceed them. 


And then in our fext it ſelf, to prevent 
young peoples rioting upon them, who | 
are moſt likely to abuſe them, he reminds | 
them of the awful account, that muſt be 
given to God, of all their irregular plea- | 


ſures in the future judgment. 


Chap. i. 2. and xii, 8. Ver. 13, 14. 
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Job xxxili. 30. and P/al. Ivi. 13. Tis 


ſenſes are very delightful. But if à man 


neſs, for they ſhall be many: Let him re- 


TY) 

In the 7th and 8th yerſes he fays, Truly 
the light is ſweet, that is, this preſent life 
is ſweet; for light is often put for iu, 
and is called the light of the living, 


freely owned, ſays Solomon, that life is 
ſweet, and a pleaſant thing it is for the eyes 
to behold the fun; objects agreeable to the 


Ive many years, which few attain to, and 
rejoice in them all, which is the lot of 
fewer ſtill; for man is born to trouble, as 
the ſparks fly upwards. Suppoſe, I fay, the 
beſt, that a man ſhould hve many years, 
and rejoice, or live comfortably in them 
all ; yet let him remember the days of dark- 


member that death will come, which N 
Job calls the land of darkneſs, and the ſha— 
dow of death, and which the w/e man here 
calls the days of darkneſs, in oppoſition to | 
the life, which he had ſpoken of under the i 
notion of light, in the foregoing verſe. 
Theſe days of darkneſs will be many, they 


/ 
will be more than the days of light. A = 
man's body ſhall lie longer in the earth _— 
than he lived upon it; and if he knows no 4 


other comforts than this lite affords, the 
blackneſs and darkneſs of hell it ſelf ſhall 
abide with him for ever; hence all that 
cometh is vanity : All that he here is or 


Job v. 7. e , 24,82; * 


hath - 2 
| 6 
* 


" RET 
hath is of little worth, of ſmall and tri- 
vial account, of ſhort and uncertain con- 
tinuance, and will leave hum miſerable at 
laſt. 

But left young and inconſiderate mind: 
ſhould nevertheleſs take occaſion from what 
he had ſaid concerning the ſweets and plea- 
ſures of life, fooliſhly to imagine that it 
would be beſt for them to enjoy and in- 
dulge life with unbounded freedom while 
they have it; or to eat and drink, and be 
merry, ſince to morrow they muſt die; he 
applies himſelf particularly to them in che 
words of our text, and carries their view 
thro' all theſe things to the future judg- 
ment. Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth, 
&c. But know thou, that for all theſe things, 
God will bring thee into judgment. 

In the former part of theſe words, hc 
rreats the folly of young people in an 775- 
nical manner; and in the latter part, he 
deals more ſer:oufly with them. 

1. He treats their folly in an zroncol 


way. Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth, 
and let thy heart cheer thee in the days of 


thy youth, and walk in the ways of thy 
heart, and in the fight of thine eyes. As if 
he ſhould fay, Go, O young man, who 
* can't taſte nothing but ſenſitive plea- 
* ſures, and art eagerly fond of them; go, 
* indulge, and glut, and ſolace thy felt in 
them to the utmoſt ; try what is in them, 


i A< 
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« as far as thy carnal heart can with; pride 
« thy ſelf in thy ſtrength and beauty, in 
« thy revellings and banquerings, in thy 
frolicks, in thy rakiſh and beauiſh airs ; 
deny thy ſelf nothing that thy fooliſh 
8 heart deſires, or thy wanton eyes behold; 
pleaſe chy ſelf in every thing that offers a 
« gratification to thy ſenſes ; be as jolly, 

careleſs and gay, and as profuſe and 
wandring thro' all the pleaſures of life, 


le as thou can'ſt ; ſpend the vigour of thy 
Je 0 youth in them: Take this courſe, if thou 
1 likeſt it, and if thou dareſt; fee what will 
ne « be the hideous conſequences.” 

W Such ſort of ironical ſpeeches are very 
5 uſual in Scripture, and in common language 


mong our ſelves, when nothing is leſs in- 
3” ended than what the expreſſions ſeem to 
allow of. Thus God uſed this manner of 
ſpeech to 1/rae/, ſaying, ' Go and cry unto 
the Gods which ye have choſen, let them de- 
liver you in the time of your tribulation, q. d. 
If you are ſo ſottiſh, as to imagine that the 
| © 1dol gods which you have choſen can de- 
* liver you, let them have your confidence, 
* and your ſervice, to your own confuſion.“ 
And ſomething like this was the language 
of Chriſt to his diſciples, when he /aid 
unto them, fleep on now and take your reſt ; 
bebold, the hour is at hand, and the ſon of 
Judg. x. 14. Mat. xxvi. 45. 
Melt 


(3) 
man is betray'd into the hands of ſinners: q. d. 
« If you think this is a time to ſleep, when 
« I am betray'd, and you are incompaſſed 
with dangers, take your own courſe.” 
In the firſt of theſe caſes, 1/rael were re- 
prov'd for their idolatry; and in the laſt, 
the diſciples for their ſloth. So in the 


common uſe of language, when we would 


not have one do a thing, we often ſay, do, 


let me ſee you do it : Go, live and act like 
the fool, the fop, or the rake : The plain 
meaning 1s, do it at your peril. While 


ſuch kind of expreſſions ſeem to give leave, 


they ſtrongly forbid to do it, and carry a 
_ threatning to him that dares venture upon 
it, that he ſhall find its ſad effects to his 
coſt, or that he ſhall ſmart ſeverely for it. 
And that this is the manner of Solomon's 


ſpeech, in the former part of our text, ap- 


pears from the general deſign of this book, 
which (as has been obſerved) is to ſhew the 
inſufficiency of all the enjoyments of this 


world to make one happy; and more par- 


ticularly from the preceeding verſe, where 
he ſpeaks of the days of darkneſs that ſhould 
ſucceed and over-balance the pleaſures of 
lite, and pronounces vanity upon them; 
and from the ſolemn memento he adds, 
for young peoples reflection, in the cloſe 
of the verſe: where, : 
2. He proceeds to deal more eric 
with them; But know thou, re. 4 
| theſe 


rio 
tr all 


_ theſe 
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theſe things, God will bring thee into judg- 


ment. As if he ſhould fay, © If you dare 
« yenture upon this courſe of life, I will 
tell you what you muſt expect: For all 
« theſe things, for all theſe ſenſualities and 
« ſurteitings upon the pleaſures of youth, 
« God wull bring thee into judgment. There 

certainly muſt be an after-reckoning for 
them; they muſt be all called over a- 
gain at the tribunal of the holy and all- 
ſeeing God in the great day of account 
and there, unleſs thou art reclaimed from 
them, they muſt receive their juſt and 
dreadful reward. Let but this be ſeri- 
ouſly conſider' d, and laid to heart, and 
then ſee whether thou can'ſt dare to 


c 


cc 


joice in the days of thy youth, and to walk 
in the ways of thy heart, and in the fight 
* of thine eyes; or whether thou muſt not 


think at beſt for thee to remember all 


* the commandments of the Lord, and do 
* them ; and not to ſeek after thine own 


* heart, and thine own eyes, after which 


* thou uſedſt to go a whoring ; thou wilt 
* then have other thoughts of the matter 
than now thou haſt, or than thou wilt 
have, while thy conſcience hath no re- 
* gaxd to a judgment to come.” 

I would, by divine affiſtance, diſcourſe 


on the following Obſervation from theſe 


words, vig. 
| 4 Numb, XV. 39. | 
O8/, 


indulge thy irregular appetites, 70 re- 


©. 2 


Obſ. That a ſerious conſideration of the 


awful judgment to come is of great 


uſe, by the bleſſing of God, to damp 
and reſtrain the ſinful pleaſures and 
ſenſual vanities of youth. 


Days of youth are, ordinarily, days of 
the greateſt vanity : The temper of young 
peoples minds is apt to be too light, and 
gay and frolickſome, and the general 
courſe of their lives to run into an exceſs 
of mirth and pleaſure, or into ſome cri- 
minal diverſions, Which they falſely call by 
the name of innocent paſtimes. 

Vain and defiling company, the pride of 
dreſs and of every new extravagant mode, 
merriment and jollity, cards and dice, in- 
temperance, luxury, drunkenneſs, and de- 
baucheries too often waſte their precious 
time: They give themſelves up to thele, 
or to ſome of theſe, as if their natures were 
form'd for no higher ends, and were ca- 
pable of no other happineſs ; and as if they 
were to periſh with the brute. 

But his their way is their folly : Mad- 
neſs and atheiſm are in it; and ſo many oi 
them will one day think, when, alas! "twill 
be too late to redreſs it. And were they 
now but ſeriouſly to confider this evident 
truth; that they are accountable creatures, 
and muſt in a little time ſtand before God, 
to be judged for all their preſent carelets- 

7 nels, 


ment, 


haſt ; 


tw) 
neſs, vanity and excels, 'twould make their 


blood run cold in their veins; twould 
check the pleaſure of their guilty turn ot 


life, and they could not dare to indulge 


themſelves fo freely in it as they do. 
Therefore in farther ſpeaking to the 
point before us, I ſhall only lead you to 
ſome conſideratious of the judgment to come, 
chat, by the bleſſing of God, may be of 
uſe to damp and reſtrain the ſinful plea- 
ſures and ſenſual vanities of youth; and 


ſhut up the diſcourſe with two inferences 


for Improvement. 


The conſiderations I would propoſe to 
your ſerious attention and reflection, are 


{uch as theſe. 


Firſt, The judgment to come 1s certain, 


and can't be avoided. 


'Tis not a cunningly deviſed fable, but 
the greateſt reality; it's being future makes 


it not the leſs certain, for the whole world, 
and all things in it, once were /. It will 


be as certainly preſent in its ſeaſon, as the 
preſent moment now is, which was future 
ul now. That God will bring thee to judg- 
ment, is a truth as certain, as that thou 


haſt a being ; as certain, as that God him- 


elf is. 


The very heathens had ſome notices of it ; 
and the conſciences of mankind in general 
tore-ſpeak it, by the conſternation, terrors, 
inkings, and remorſe that ſeize them, either 
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(12 ) 

under ſudden furprizes and apprehenfions 
of immediate danger and death, or under 
a ſenſe of guilt, which none is privy to 
but God and themſelves. The principles 
of right reaſon aſſure us of this judgment 
by a great variety of arguings, and parti- 
cularly from a conſideration of the une- 
qual lots of the righteous and wicked 
in this world, where the righteous are 
frequently afflicted, deſtitute and oppreſſed ; | 
while the wicked, who are monſters of 
human nature, many times flouriſh like 
the bay-tree, are the rich, the mighty, 
and the honour'd in the earth. Reaſon i: | 
ſelf will tell us, that the infinite wiſdom, | 
goodneſs and righteouſneſs of the great | 
God and Governor of the world, would ne- 
ver ſuffer it to be thus, if there were not 
to be a day of reckoning hereafter to ſet all 
theſe ſeeming incongruities to rights, when 
the righteous ſhall be comforted, and the | 
wicked tormented, as Abraham ſaid to the | 
rich man in Luke xvi. 25. Twas only the 
thought of this that could ſatisfy the mind | 
of the Phalmiſt, when he was perplexc | 
about theſe ſeemingly unequal ways of pro- 
vidence, as you may ſee in P/al. Ixxill. | 
throughout. 5 5 1 

And the Scriptures of truth clearly and | 
fully confirm the certainty of the future | 
judgment. Damel, in the viſions of the 
Almighty, ' Beheld till the thrones of prin. 

Pan. vii. 9, 10, 2 = 


s ) 


ces were caft down, and the Ancient of days 


did bis throne was like the fiery flame, 
and his wheels as burning fire; a fiery 


flream iſſued and came forth from before him; 


thouſand thouſands miniſtred to him, and ten 
thouſand times ten thouſand ſtood before him: 
the judgment was ſet, and the books vere 


opened. And in the new teſtament we are 


aſſured, * That every one of us muſt give an 
account of himſelf to God; and that we muſt 
all appear before the judgment-ſeat of Chriſt, 
that every one may recerve the things done 
in his body, according to that he hath done, 


whether it be good or bad. The apoſtle Pe- 


ter ſays, * The heavens and the earth, which 
are now, are kept in ſtore, reſerved unto fire 


againſt the day of judgment and perdition of 


ungodly men. And the apoſtle Jude, pro- 
nouncing woes to the wicked of thoſe days, 


lays, Enoch alſo, the ſeventh from Adam, pro- 


pbeſy'd of theſe, ſaying, * Behold, the Lord 
cometh with ten thouſand of his ſaints, to exe- 
cute judgment upon all, and to convince all 
that are ungodly among them, of all their 
ungodly deeds, which they have ungodlily 
committed, and of all their hard ſpeeches 
which ungodly finners have ſpoken againſt 
bim. Teſtimonies of this kind are almoſt 
numberleſs; and many others might be 
added too clear and ſtrong to be evaded by 
Rom. xiv. 12. 2 Cor. v. 10. % Pet. . 7. 
Jude 14, 15. 
| any 
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(14) 
any that own the divine authority of the 
Scriptures. 

He that lives in ſin and pleaſure here, 
muſt come into judgment for it hereafter; 
rocks and mountains can't hide him, no 

ower on earth can ſhelter or detain bn : : 
he muſt be haled forth to judgment whe- 
ther he will or no. God himſelf, the 
great omnipotent God, hath undertaken 
the matter; and who can get out of his 
reach, or eſcape his hand? There is no 
flying from him, no reſiſtance to be made 
againſt him. 

O think of this in the midſt of all your 
ſenſual pleaſures and unguarded liberties; 
when you are drinking the drunkard's cup, 
or are at your games and frolicks, miſ- 
fpending your time, and abuſing 4 
ſelves ; remember chat for all theſe, God 
will inevitably bring you into judgment : and 
as you think you ſhall like them then, ſo 
have to do with them now. Hence, 


Secondly, The 1 to come is a juſt, 
ftrift, and impartial judgment. 

He that fits upon the throne is ſtrictly 
righteous, and will prove himſelf to be ſo 
in all the proceedings of his judgment: 


| all, | 


' Shall not the Judge of all the earth do 
right? The juſtice of God requires ful! 
ſatisfaction for ſin: It is his natural and 
declar'd right to be ſatisfy'd for it, and he 


1 Gen, xviii. 25, 1 
WI 


— 
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will not part with that right. Hence, in 
the midſt of the freeſt proclamations of 
his endearing, rich and ſovereign grace 
that multiplies pardons, he ſolemnly de- 
clares, that he will by no means clear the 
guilty : There 1s no room for mercy and 
grace to take place upon the ſinner till 
juſtice is ſatisfy'd for his ſin. 

Chriſt has made ſatisfaction to the ut- 
moſt for his people, for all that believe in 
his name and come unto God by him; he 
has obey'd the law and ſuffer'd its curſe in 
their room and ſtead: He thereby wroughr 
out and brought in a perfect and everlaſt- 
ing righteouſneſs for them, which is im- 
puted, or made over to them for righte- 
ouſneſs, thro' faith in him. J, is unte 


| all, and upon all them that believe; for 


there is no difference : Their fins are there- 


by pardon'd, their perſons are thereby juſ- 
| tify'd, and they ſhall be thereby, or on its 


account, openly acquitted in judgment at 


the laſt day: They ſhall then be pronoun- 
| ced before the whole world to be righteous 


perſons, or perſons to whoſe account that 


righteouſneſs of Chriſt is placed, by which 
he ſatisfy d the law and juſtice for them; 
| for 3 by the obedience of one (Jeſus Chriſt) 


ſhall many be made righteous ; and Chriſt is 


| the end of the law for righteouſneſs to e- 


very one that believes. Their preſent par- 


v; Exod, xxxiv. 7. 
and x. 4. 


Kom iii. 22. 


3 Rom. v. 19. 
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don and juſtification by Chriſt in this world 
ſhall be publickly recognized and owned at 
the laſt day. Hence the apoſtle Peter cal- 
led upon the Jews to repent and be con- 
verted to Chriſt, by believing in him whom 
they had crucify'd, That their fins might 
be blotted out, when the times of refreſhin 
ſhould come from the preſence of the 7% 
at the reſtitution of all things. And the a- 
poſtle John, carrying his thoughts to the 
final judgment, ſays to believers, * Now, 
little children, abide in him, that when he 
ſhall appear, we may have confidence, and 
not be aſham'd before him at his coming. 

But as for unbelievers, that lie out from 


Chriſt and his righteouſneſs, that are im- ö 


penitent and unyielding to him, that go on 


in ſin, and live in ſenſual pleaſures, and 
ſhall be found ſuch at laſt, they muſt ſtand 
upon their own bottom and anſwer for | 
themſelves, and the judgment of God a- 
gainſt them will be according to truth; 
there will be no mercy for them, juſtice | 
will ſearch, and try, and condemn them 
and fatisfy it ſelf upon them to the utmoſt. 
| Chriſt, who now ſpeaks to you with all | 
the ſweetneſs and endearments of a kind, | 
compaſſionate and tender Saviour, will | 
then be your ſtrict and dreadful judge, and 
will ſeverely avenge upon you all the {lights | 


you now put upon his authority and grace, 
and upon all the holy warnings and coun- 


AQ; it 1, 14. 1 Jobs. 28) : 
ſels 


n 

ſels he now ſends to drive, or to draw you 
off from the ways of ſin. For e Father 
hath committed all judgment to the Son, and 
hath appointed a day in which he vill judge 
the world in righteouſneſs, by that Man 
whom he hath ordained ; whereof he hath gi- 
ven aſſurance to all men, in that he hath rat- 
ſed him from the dead. The heart of this 
man, Chriſt Jeſus, is now full of mercy to 
ſinners, and his arms are widely extended 
to embrace every one that comes unto hi; 
aſſuring them, that * he ci 772 no ie caſt 
them out. But when he comes to judge 
the world 'twill be 77 righteonfrreſs ; he will 
know no mercy then to them that reject 
him now. | 

His judgment will be ſtrict and impar- 
nal, with regard to per/ons. Greater and 
leſſer ſinners, high and low, young and 
| old, male and female, muſt ſtand before 
him; all nations, kindred and people, muſt. 

be arraigned at his bar; he will excuſe 
| none, he will flatter none, he will pervert, 
judgment for none ; there will be no re- 
| ſpect of perſons with him to induce him 
to deal falſely in judgment with them; but 

as their ſtate and character ſhall be, fo ſen- 
tence ſhall paſs upon them. He is above 
all bribes, nothing can corrupt him ; and 
they that ſwell and make an awful figure in 
theeyesof men, yea, the greateſt monarchs 
upon earth are as low and little before hm, 


+ Ads xyii. 31. 4 Joh. vi. 37. 
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and as unable to ſhake h:s courage and re- 
ſolution, as the meaneſt beggar on the dung- 
hill. 

He will be ſtrict and impartial with re- 
gard to cauſes. All you have done ſhall be 
revived and brought to light again : All 
the actions of your lives, all the things you 
have been doing in the body here, mult be 
accounted for there : All the finful, pro- 


| fane, unprofitable words of your lips ſhall 
be examin'd into and called over again; 


Every idle word that Men ſhall ſpeat, 
they ſhall give account thereof in the day 
of judgment : Vea, all the fecret thoughts 
of your hearts, all your inward principles, 
motives, diſpoſitions and deſigns, which 
none but God and your own ſouls knew of, 
and all the wickedneſs you have privately 
ſpoken, or acted in a corner, ſnall be brought 


to light, and judged in that day; * , 
God fhall bring every work into judgment, | 
with every ſecret thing, whether it be good, | 
or whether it be evil; and in that day, Gd 
ſhall judge the ſecrets of men by Feſus Chriſt. | 
The things that you have quite forgot and } 
never thought to hear of again ſhall then 
be revived, and the things you thought to 
conceal ſhall be brought to open view be- 
fore all the world. He will then brings 
light the hidden things of raping 6h and will | 
make manifeſt the counſels of the heart. For al! | 
theſe things God will bring thee to judgment. } 


*. Eccleſ, xii. 14. Rom. ii. 15. 


And 


Mat. xii. 36. 
* 1 Cor. iv. 5. 
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And he will be ſtrict and impartial in 
the ſentence or judgment he will paſs up- 


on perſons and their cauſes; for he will 


judge them according to their works. Thus 
the apoſtle John, in the revelation of Jeſus 


Chriſt, ' ſaw the dead, ſmall and great, 
ſtand before God; and the books were opened: 


and another book was opened which 1s the 


books of life: and the dead were judged 
out of thoſe things which were written in the 
books, according to their works And the ſea 
gave up the dead which were in it, and death 
and bell deliver d up the dead which were in 
| them; and they were judged every man ac- 
cording to their works. The books will be 
opened for trial and judgment; the book 
| of providence, the book of the law, the 
| book of the goſpel, the book of every 

man's conſcience, and the book of God's 
omniſcience; and another book to be 
be opened is the book of life, in which 
God hath enroll'd the names of the heirs 
| of glory, as they were choſen in Chriſt be- 
fore the foundation of the world, that they 
ſhould be holy, and without blame before him 
n love, and as they were given to Chriſt, 
o redeem and ſave them. 
ipoken of as the book of life, in which 
their names were written from the foundation 
of the world, and 'tis called the Lamb's 
"ok of life. The other books, according to 
theſe human forms of ſpeech, may be con- 


"Rev kx. 12, 13. $* Eph. i. 4 


2 


Hence it is 


3 Rev. xvii. 8. and xiii. 8. 


ſider'd 


( 20 ) 
fider'd as regiſters of things, with reference 
to this original book; and as they prove ot 
diſprove our calling, and exhibit proofs and 
evidences that our names were or were no 
written in that book, ſo the judgment will 

roceed for or againſt us: For whoerer 
hall not be found written in the book of lij: 
ſhall be caſt into the fire; and none ſhall be ad- 
mitted to heaven but they which are written | 
in the lamb's book of life. Out of the thing: 
written in theſe books, the laſt judgment | 
will paſs upon every one of us, and that 
with a proper regard to every one's works. | 
The righteous will indeed be adjudgc | 
io eternal life, as the gift of God's free grace; | 
for they will * nd mercy in that day, even 
that mercy which they had been Jooking /1r | 
to eternal life. It is Grace, that is ts bs | 
Erought to them at the revelation of Jef 
Chriſt, even grace to the * blotting out 1j | 
their ſins at that time of refreſhing from ib. 
preſence of the Lord. Their names were uri. 
ten in the book of life from the foundatis! | 
of the world; and anſwerable thereunto 
they will be adjudged to the kingdomubic! | 
the Father of his good pleaſure gave to then, 
and ” frepar'd for them from the foundativ i} 
the world ; all this is the work and lau- 
guage of abſolute and unmixed grace, main. 
taining the grandure of its freedom and] 
ſlovereignty to the end, Accordingly the 
\ Chap. xx. 15» and xi. 27, 1 2 Tim. i. 15 
1 21.ĩ 5 Fats i. 13, 5 Act. iii. 19. Lale 
*, 32, hs I. 39 toude 
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loudeſt praiſes of grace will eternally eccho 


thro' the triumphing ſongs of the bleſſed 


above : They will turn off all worthineſs 
from themſelves ' to the Lamb that was 


ſlain, ſaying, bleſſing, and honour, and glory, 


and power unto him that ſitteth on the throne, 


and to the Lamb for ever and ever; and 


who can think that the doxology will ever 


ceaſe there, To him that loved us, and 


waſhed us from our ſins in his own blood, and 


made us kings and prieſts to God and his Fa- 


ther ; to him be glory and dominion for ever 


and ever, amen? 


But notwithſtanding all this, they will be 


| _ adjudged to eternal life in a way of righte- 


ſneſs, on Chriſt's account; and with 2%. 
partial judgment according to rule and 
evidence. Chriſt's ſentence in their fa- 


vour will be according to his word, and 


according to evident proofs, that a gracious 
ſentence of life belongs to them. Hence 
the grace of the Judge will take notice of 
and kindly own all their good works of * 
bour and love. He will give them their pro- 
per weight in judgment, as they are the 
effects and tokens of God's ſpecial love to 
them, and grace upon them, and as they 


will be fair proots and evidences, according 
to God's word, of his eternal election of 


them, of their redemption and pardon by 
the blood of Chriſt, of their effectual faith 
in him, of their vital union with him, and 
laving intereſt in him, and of that true ſanc- 


' Rey. v. I2, 13, 7 Chap, i. 54% tificatjon 
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| ſider'd as regiſters of things, with reference lo 
to this original book; and as they prove 5r th 
diſprove our calling, and exhibit proofs and ab 
evidences that our names were or were 1! fre 
written in that book, ſo the judgment will fla 
roceed for or againſt us: For whoever an 
ſhall not be found written in the book of lit; an 
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to eternal life, as the gift of God's free grace; ad 
for they will * find mercy in that day, even | 04% 
that mercy which they had been Jαj,˖ũa, par 
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brought to them at the revelation of Jeſin VOL 
Chriſt, even grace to the * blotting out i acc 
thei» fins at that time of refreſhing from the | ſen 
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and frepar'd 5 them from the foundation 1 | the 
the world ; all this is the work and lam wil 
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\ Chap. xx. IS. and xxi. 27. 1 2 Tim. i. 10 | in [ 
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ain, ſaying, bleſſing, and honour, and glory, 4 
% and power unto him that ſitteth on the throne, "TY 
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tification and holineſs, without which the 


rule of judgment declares 20 man ſhall jv» 
the Lord. 


And Chriſt will crown all theſe works of 


righteouſneſs with a reward of grace, ac- 
cording to the degrees of their eminence 


for the honour of his name, and in a cor- 
reſpondence to the grace whereby he ena- 
bled them to perform them; and ſo it will 
be only grace crowning grace, according to 


its own rule of proceedure; or grace putting 
an anſwerable and proportionate glory up- 


on its own work that led the way to it, 
and in its richeſt over-flowings prepar'd 
them for it. Hence we never read of the 


' righteous being rewarded at the laſt day 0% 


their works, as if they de ſerv'd the reward; 


but the conſtant language of Scripture re- 
preſents it to be according to their works, 
or anſwerable to the kinds and degrees of 
their works, by which their ſtate and cha- 


raters are evidently diſtinguiſhed to be of 
God. They are bleſſed when they die, be- 
cauſe they die in the Lord; that is the foun- 
dation of their bleſſedneſs. And their work; 


follow them, to witneſs for them at God's bar ; 


but don't go before them, to be the cauſe or 
ground of their acceptance and reward 


there; this lies intirely in Chriſt and grace. 


But on the other hand, ſtrict juſtice will 
take notice of all the ſins of chriſtleſs impe- 


nitent ſinners to bring them into judgment 


* Rev. xiv. I 3». 2 


tor 
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for them ; and it will reward them for, as 
well as according to their works. Chriſt 
will undeniably prove by their works that 
they had no true effectual fanh in him, and 
can claim no intereſt in him; he will ar- 
raign chem for their numberleſs tranſgreſ- 
fions, and expoſe them to open view in 
all their multiplied aggravations ; he will 


take off all the thin pretences with 


which they here cover d or excuſed 
them ; he will condemn them for them, 
and pour out his fiery indignation upon 
them as their juſt reward, and that in 
proportion to the multitude and aggrava- 
tions of their ſins. Hence he ſaid to his 


| apoſtles, * Whoſoever ſhall not receive you, nor 


hear your words ; when you depart out of that 
houſe or city, ſhake off the duſt of your feet. 
Verily, T jay unto you, it ſhall be more tolera- 
ble for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah in 
the day of judgment than for that city. 

O think of this, you that neglect the 
things of your everlaſting peace, that go on 
in fin, and are reſolv'd upon the purſuit of 
youthful ſenſual pleaſures. You muſt hear 
of them again, when you would be glad to 
forget them ; and it you die in your fins, 
you muſt appear at the day of judgment in 
your fins, and muſt bear your own burden 
when there will be none to help you. If 
Job cry'd out in the diſtreſs of his ſpirit, 


| * Thou writeſt bitter things againſt me, and 
makeſt me to poſſeſs the iniquities of my youth: 


Nat. x. 14, 15. ? Job, xiii. 26. How 
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How pungent will your agonies be, When 


all your fins ſhall be revived in your conſci- wi 
ences, and ſet in order before you, and the 1 
wrath due to them ſhall roll in fiery ſtream: | all 
upon you? Then all your preſent delight: 1 
will be turn'd into gall and wormwood, 1 
your laughter into mourning, and your | jud 
oy into inſupportable heavineſs. The/: 1 
things, ſays God, haſt thou done, and J kept | 
filence; thou thoughteſt that T was altogether | biet 
ſuch an one as thy ſelf; but I will reprove We 
thee, and ſet them in order before thine eyes. | {try 
Now conſider this, ye that forget God, left J | {hal 
tear you in pieces,and there be none to deliver. fus j 
| Hence, | | mig 
| L ance 
Thirdly, The conſequences of that jud;- ey 
ment are moſt important and eternal. who, 
They are either life, or death; unutter- is 
able joy and bleſſedneſs, or unutterable a- the g. 
gonies and miſery ; and that not for a year, 1. 
an age, or but for a few ages, but for ever | angel 
and ever. * Then ſball the King ſay to thin I def 
on his right hand, Come, ye bleſſed of my Fa- eme 
ther, inherit the kingdom prepared for you hell 
From the foundation of the world. T hen ſhall | ences 
he ſay alſo to them on the left hand, Depar! be a | 
from me ye curſed, into everlaſting fire, pre- Saw 
hared for the devil and bis angels. The: I der: 
ſhall go away into everlaſting puniſhment ; il on d 
bat 7 


but the righteous into hfe eternal. 
When judgment ſhall paſs againſt you for WF 
| thoſe youthful pleaſures and finful vanities, W * 2 7 


1 PC. I. 21, 22, Mat. xxv. 34. 41. 46. which 
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which you are now ſo fond of, it will dit- 
patch you away to outer darkneſs, void of 
all comfort and full of all hideous horrors 
and exquiſite torments; and there is no ap- 
peal from that judgment; tis the ſupreme 
judicature, and its ſentence can never be re- 


verſed : It will baniſh you from the de- 


lightful preſence of God and Chriſt, of 
bleſſed ſaints and angels for ever; and 
4 | you will be puniſh'd with as great a de- 
© WM f{iruction as almighty vengeance it ſelf 
. | ſhall inflict upon you. Fur the Lord Je- 
1 ſus ſhall be revealed from heaven, with his 
V. | mighty angels, in flaming fire, taking venge- 
| ance on them that know not God, and that o- 
bey not the goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; 
8 who ſhall be puniſhed with everlaſting deſtruc- 
tion from the preſence of the Lord, and from 
ct Wh the glory of bis power. | 2% 
-* WW The fire prepar'd for the devil and his 
cal, | angels ſhall kindle upon you ; yea, thoſe 
VC! WH fireful wretches ſhall be your company and 
hem | torment too; they ſhall be an additional 
F „ bell 2% Hout, and your own guilty conſci- 
; 1700 | ences full of horrid ſevere reflections, ſhall 
ſpa | be a hell 4077h77 you; they will perpetually 
1 9 maw you within, like a worm that never 
15 p des; and all the complicated vengeance of 
15 W that doleful ſtate will be like a raging fire, 
e; bat never is quenched. | 
Ju for . | | 
nities, 2 Theſ. i. 7, 8, 9. * Mark. ix. 44. 


which 


How 
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How pleaſing ſoever you may think the ˖ 
ways of fin now; yet is it worth your while 
to indulge your ſelves in them to your e KF - 
nal perdition? All the paths you tread take 1 
hold on hell, and every ſtep you take in MW c 
them brings you nearer to it: and can yu ch 


think a little vain frothy pleaſure is of more 
worth than a glorious heaven; or is worth 
having, at the dear expenſe of endleſs wail. 
ings and gnaſhings of teeth? O fooliſh ſelt- 
deluding and ſelf-deſtroying ſinner, What 
ſhall it profit thee if thou gain the whole world 
and be thy own foul? Or what would /t 
thou, one day, give in exchange for thy 
ſoul ? Once more, oh, 


Fourthly, This awful judgment will quick: 
ly Come. 7 

You may put the evil day far from 
your thoughts, or look upon it as at a vail | 
diſtance; but it will quickly over-take you, | 
and may come upon you before you are a- 
ware. The ſecond coming of the Lord draus 
nigh, the Judge ſtands at the door; and the | 
figns of the laſt days are upon us. And | 
how ſoon the very laſt may come, God oi: | 
ly knows. | | 

But whether the folemn day of the ge- 
neral judgment ſhall open in the time of 
your lives upon earth or no; yet, this | 
certain, that the day of your death cant | 
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be a great way off; and as ſoon as that 
comes, a particular private judgment will 
paſs upon you, and unalterably fix you in a 
ſtate of inexpreſſible happineſs or miſery, 
to be reſerved therein againſt the day of 


the general formal judgment of men and 


devils. Hence the 0 ./ man ſays of the 
day of our death, Then ſhall the duſt re- 
turn to the earth as it was : and the ſpirit 
ſhed return unto God who gave it, It ſhall 
return to him to receive its happy or dole- 
ful allotments from him; and to have ſome 
notices, in a way unknown tous, of its ever- 
laſting abode, and of hat it muſt be, to- 
gether with the body, for ever. 


Now, the day of thy death, and the par- 


ticular judgment immediately conſequent 
upon it, is very near: It may be before 
chou thinkeſt of it, it may be before ano- 
ther day, another hour, or another mo- 
ment. Halt thou never heard of the ſurpriz- 
ing ſudden deaths of others? what is there 
in the make of thy conſtitution to warrant 
thee againſt the like ſurprize ? Thy youth, 
thy ſtrength, vigour and health are no ſe- 
curity againſt it: The flower of thy days 


may be cut down before it come to its Wi- 


thering age. An apoplexy, a fever, or o- 
ther malignant diſtempers may ſoon con- 
ſume thy beauty, and cruſh thee as the 
moth : a fall, a quarrel, a drinking, or a 


Eccleſ. xit, 7. 


2 2 merry= 
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merry - bout, a hand of violence from wick- 
ed men, a hand of vengeance from the ho- 
ly God, or ſome among the thouſands of 
unknown providences round about us, may 
knock thee down in thy full ſtrength, and 
ſend thee away to judgment without warn- 
ing. And what a diſmal caſe wou'd it be 
for thee, to be thus ſent immediately thi- 
ther in thy ſins! 

But ſuppoſe, what none can be ſure of, 
that your days ſhould reach the utmoſt age 
of man, before the ſhadows of the evening 
ſtretch out upon you; yet what is the age 
of man now, compar'd with what it was 
before the flood? and the utmoſt length of 
thoſe days, yea, of the whole duration of 
this world, bears no proportion to the eter- 
nity that follows death and judgment. But 
as for your days, take them at the longeſt, 
they are but as a ſpan's breadth, and they 
ſwiftly fly thro' that ſhort ſpace like a wea- 
ver's ſhuttle ; they are but as a vapour that 
is blown away, and vaniſheth almoſt as 

ſoon as it appears: They are but as a point 
in infinite ſpace, as a moment in infinite du- 
ration, and as a unit at the beginning of 
endleſs figures. | 

If you could always keep your preſent } 
pleaſures, and never be called to a cloſe and 
diſmal account for them, you might have |} 
ſomething to plead in their favour : But | 
the days of death and judgment haſten a- 


pac C, | 


| ſpend their days in wealt 


( 29 ) 
pace, and are drawing toward you as faſt, as 
you ſpend time 1n thoſe indulgences. They 
will quickly, very quickly, make an ar- 
reſt upon you, and ſpoil all your ſport, 


There will then be an eternal entire end of 


all your ſinful pleaſing vanities ; but not an 
end, happy would it be for you if there 
were, of your bitter remembrances of them: 
of your ſtinging reflections upon them, and 
of your over-whelming ſufferings for them; 
Theſe will ſtick cloſe by you, and abide for 
ever with you. The dreadful wages are 
juſt ready to be paid ; the cup of trembling 
and aſtoniſhment is juſt ready to be put into 
your hands, inſtead of the cup of intoxi- 
cating liquor and poiſonous mirth, which 
now you greedily drink. What a touchin 
view doth Fob give us of this caſe of the 
wicked? They take the timbrel and harp, 
and rejoice at the ſound 4 the organ. They 

„ and in a moment 
go down to the grave. How oft is the can- 
de of the wicked put out? and how oft com- 
eth their deſtruction upon them? God diſtri- 
buteth ſorrows in his anger. They are as ſtub- 
ble before the wind, and as chaff” that the 
arm carrieth away. His eyes ſhall ſee his 
deftruftion, and he ſhall drink of the wrath 
of the Almighty. A ſudden doleful end of 
all their heedleſs jollity ! See more to the 
lame purpoſe in that chapter. 

Job xxi, 12, 13, 17, 18, 20. 


Thus 
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Thus we have gone thro' ſome of the 
many conſiderations of the judgment to 
come, that may be of uſe to reſtrain and 
damp the ſinful pleaſures of youth; the 
Lord grant they may be ſo to you. What 
has been ſaid of youth, may be moſtly ap- 
ply'd to other ages ; and finners in every 
ſtage of life ſhould take it to them- 
ſelves. And ſure I am, that if it were 
duly confider'd, and cloſely laid to heart, 
fin would appear more formidable, ſenſu! 
pleaſures would taſte more inſipid or ra- 
ther nauſeous, and the careleſs frolickſon 
youths of the day would not dare to live 1: 
ſo looſe and heedleſs a rate as they do. 

Give me leave to improve what ha: 


been ſaid under tw Inferences, And the 


fir/t ſhall be this. 


Infer. I. That there are but few, al, 
ferioufly conſider and heartily beliem. 
the judgment to come. 

It is a truth generally owned, but little 
thought of, or really believed. The evi 
dences for it are ſo ſtrong and uncon- 
trolable, and its concernments are ſo aw- 
ful and ſolemn, that mankind (except 
few abandon'd wretches) cannot, dare not 
deny it. And yet 'tis treated as if it were 
all romance and fable, or as if it related 
only to another ſpecies of creatures, and 
not to men, or not to our ſelves in pr 

cular ; | 


C 38.) 


cular; and few there arc that lay it t 
heart. | 
There 1s a practical reigning atheiſm in 
man's heart, that riſeth up in rebellion a- 
gainſt the notions of his head. He profeſ- 
ſeth to believe, and thinks he doth believe 
a judgment to come : but he believes it 
like a dream, and thinks of it as if it ne- 
ver would come, or as if he himſelf ſhould 


not be concerned in it. He don't deliberate 


upon it with awful ſeriouſneſs, nor believe 
it with a hearty concern about the part 
himſelf ſhall have in it ; nor doth he care 
to have his thoughts employ'd about it, 
or impreſs d with fixed and ſtrong expecta- 
tions of it. e 
What mean the ſin and vanity that 
abound in the world; the pride and luxury 
of ſome, and the prophane curſing, ſwear- 
ing, drunkenneſs, and debauchery of o- 
chers? What is the language of the looſe 
and airy converſation, the indecent talk, 
the frolics and extravagancies, the gaming 
and miſ-ſpent time of others; and the trea- 
chery and unfaithfulneſs, the fraud and 
lying, the covetouſneſs and oppreſſion, the 
rage and violence, malice and revenge of 


others? And what is the voice of all that 


negle& and contempt of God and religion; 
of all that oppoſition to his truths, ways, 
worſhip, ſabbaths, and ordinances ; and of 
all that ridicule and banter of facred things, 


that 


— 3 
2 s 2 — 
2 — 
* 3. 
8 * 


3 um 
r 


— 
ä R 
3 — — > 
OO FFG. 


— * — 
* OO 


r 
2 


— - 
. - 
— 

— — 


- — 
- — » bad 
28 > x ot * 


— _—_— 
— 
— 2 — 

* 


2 
3 3 
— 


2 


— 2h re nt —— 
„n . — = 
— I > . a 


3 8 
2 _ = Wa © & 


(32) 


chat this degenerate age runs into, pleaſes 
and prides it ſelf in? What is the meaning 
of all theſe, and numberleſs other criminal 
practices and neglects, which every place is 
filled with? Do they not plainly ſpeak out 
this inward atheiſm of mens hearts, and 
their great diſregard to the future judg- 
ment? They are aſhamed to own it with 
their lips, but they proclaim it aloud in 
their lives. Where is the ſenſe of this courſe 
of life? or who could dare to venture on 
theſe things, if a clear view and firm be- 
lief of the awful judgment and its conſe- 
quences had taken poſſeſſion of their hearts? 

And do not the great degeneracies, re- 
miſſneſs, and unguarded liberties of many 
profeſſors of Chriſt and religion; the in. 
temperate heats and unchriſtian reproache: 
of ſome, and the indolence and lukewarm. 
neſs of others; do not theſe too manitcſtly 
ſhew that even Fhey are too little converſant 
with, and too little live in the ſerious ne- 
ditation and faith of cheſe great and folemn 
r 

Rehold the horrible depravity of hu. 
man nature in our world! how mon: 
ſtrouſly vitiated, and how low is it ſunk 
by the fall, that things fo abſolute! 
certain, ſo vaſtly important, and fo ge- 
nerally owned to be ſuch, ſhould make 
ſo little impreſſion upon the greateſt part o 


thoſe that muſt be concerned in them, and 
ſhould 
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{ſhould have no more influence even on 
the beſt of us all! What cauſe have we 
to be deeply humbled before God, to be 


daily on our watch, and to be fervent in 


prayer againſt the dangerous and deceitful 


workings of indwelling ſin! and what 


need have we of almighty efficacious 
grace to begin and perfect the cure of 
this malignant diſtemper of our natures, 
and to ſet theſe concerning truths with 
prevailing power upon our hearts! 

Are any of you under ſome pre- 


ſent ſerious impreſſions from them? have 
any of your ſouls, like Felix, trembled 


under theſe ' reaſonings about righteouſ- 
neſs, temperance, and a judgment to come? 
O take heed of ſtifling theſe awaknings, 
of drowning them in company and 
pleaſures again, or of putting them off, 
as Felix did, for what you may think 
2 more convenient ſeaſon. A ſeaſon fo 
convenient as this may never offer more : 
and if this paſſeth off without ſome 
good effect, your preſent fears may here- 
after juſtly come upon you when there 
will be no poſſibility of eſcape. Tis 


| dangerous delaying in an affair of ſuch 
infinite moment, while there is but a ſtep 
berween you and the eternal judgment. 
This leads to the ſecond Inference, and that is, 


| Infer. II. That it moſt nearly concerns us 
to be prepared for the judgment to come. 


1 This 


Acts xxiv. 25. 
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This is a matter of the higheſt and laſt 


importance, our eternal happineſs depends 
upon it. Are we all bound to appear ere 
long before God in judgment, whether we 
will or no? and ſhall we take no thought 
before-hand about it? Shall we have no 


concern, no care about our own deciſive 


tryal for eternity ; about the ſtate and iſ 
ſues of our cauſe in that grand aſſize, whe- 
ther we ſhall ſtand or fall, be abfolv'd or 
caſt at the bar of God? O! how dreadful 
will it be to be found ſpeechleſs there, to 
have our mouths ſtopt with conſcious 
guilt, to behold the reſenting frowns of 
the angry judge, to be convicted and 
condemned to eternal torments, to be 
baniſh'd with a curſe from the preſence 
of God, and to be bound hand and 
foot, and caſt into outer darkneſs, where 
is weeping, walling, and gnaſhing of teeth! 
Who can rate or conceive the conſternati- 
on, the agonizing dolors of ſuch a piercing 

ſentence and juſt recompenſe of reward ? 
But O how unutterably bleſſed will it be 
to have boldneſs in the day of judgment ! 
to appear there with joy, and not with 
grief; to find our judge our Friend; to 
ſee the enlivening ſmiles of his lovely coun- 
tenance; to have his perfect righteouine!s 
interpoſed between vindictive juſtice and 
us; to hear him recommending us to the 
father as his favourites, that were given t0 
him, and redeem'd by him, that are wa: 
c 


e 
ed in his blood, and ſanctify'd by his ſpirit; 


to receive the abſolving ſentence from his 


gracious lips; to be welcomed to the king- 


dom of his and our father; and to be ſur- 
rounded with glittering crowds of attend- 
ing angels to uſher us into the glorious pre- 
ſence of the bleſſed God, where 7s fulneſs 
of joy; and to lodge us amidſt the honours 
of his right hand, where are pleaſures for 
evermore ! O! the extaſy and tranſport, 


the joy and praiſe, the acclamations and 


triumphs of that deciſory crowning day! 

Surely it can't but be a matter of the 
urmoſt conſequence to us, that we be pre- 
pared for a final judgment, of ſuch vaſtly 
contrary events ; that the darkneſs of its 
horrors may not ſpread upon us ; thar our 


hearts may not ake with trembling, and 


our faces gather paleneſs there: bur that 
the brightneſs of its delights may ſhine 
upon us ; that our hearts may leap for joy, 
and our countenances ſparkle with hol 

rapture ; that we may be deliver'd from 
all the confuſion of the wicked, and may 


| ftand with the righteous in judgment. 


Here is a cauſe every way worthy of all 
the attention and care we are capable of, 
that it may not miſcarry at laſt. Our 
eternal all is concern'd in it; and methinks 
it ſhould in a manner engroſs all our 
thoughts, till we find it in a promiſing 


way, and in a ſafe courſe for a happy de- 


7 Pſalm xyi. 11. 
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ciſion at God's tribunal. While we are 
in ſuſpence about it, we ſhould be often 
trying it over and over again, before-hand, 
as in the ſight of God, at the bar of our 
own conſciences: We ſhould try it there, to 
ſee how things ſtand between God and us, 
and how they are like to go in judgment ; 
to obſerve where our danger and our hope 
lie, what is amiſs to be rectified, and what 
is right to be purſued and improved ; and 
to engage us now, While we are in the way, 
to ſeek God's favour with our whole hearts, 
that we at laſt may * behold his face in righ- 
teouſneſs, and be fatisfy'd with his likeneſs. 
If any of you ſee your ſelves in danger 
the judgment, and want to know what 1s 
neceſſary in order to your ſafe and com- 
fortable appearance there, I would anſwer, 
two things; and they are faith in Chrif, 
and the new birth. 7717 
I. Thou muſt. have faith in Chriſt, for 1 
righteouſneſs to appear in at the bar of God; 
or thou canſt not ſtand with comfort there. 
Thou mult have a perfect righteouſneſ 
to appear in; or thou wilt be in perfed 
confuſion before him, that will judge the 
world in righteouſneſs. Thou muſt have a 
_ righteouſneſs that will anſwer every charge 
of the law and juſtice againſt thee ; or thou 
wilt fink under the charge; a righteouſne!> 
that wlll anſwer for all thy fins; or elſe thou 
can ſt not be held guiltleſs. The judgment 


thou art to appear in is a righteous judg- 
* Pſalm xvii. 15. | ment, 


) 


ment, a judgment according to truth; and 
unleſs thou haſt a righteouſneſs to plead, as 
ſinleſs and ſpotleſs as the great judge de- 
mands, thou wilt be ſpeechleſs, and he 
will proceed againſt thee, and paſs the con- 
demning ſentence upon thee. 

Now, no righteouſneſs of thy own can 
be ſufficient to anſwer the demands of his 
juſtice ; for thoſe demands are ſet out in 


and curſes for every ſin, ſaying, * Curſed 
is every one that continueth not in all things, 
which are written in the hook of the law, to 
do them. Hence the Apoſtle concluded, that 
* by the deeds of the law there ſhall no fleſh 
| be juſtify'd in his fight. And the man after 
God's own heart had the ſame ſenſe of 
| things, when he ſaid, enter not into judg- 
nent with thy ſervant ; for in thy fight 
| ſhall no man living be juſtified. CD 
for a Bur Chriſt hath wrought out a perfect 
God, righteouſneſs, in the room and ſtead of 
there. ſinners, by his active and paſſive obedience 
ouſneſs do that law which they have broken. This 
perfect N a righteouſneſs which juſtice has ac- 
dee be eepted, and will accept in judgment. This 
have 2 b propoſed in the goſpel to ſinners for their 


charge ¶ acceptance: and God's appointed way of 
or thou making this over to them is by faith in 
-ouſnch him: for as + Chriſt is the end of the law for 
Uſe thou 71ghteouſmeſs to every one that believes; ſo with 


dement the heart man believes unto righteouſneſs. 


us Judge ] 1 Galiiiro, * Rom,iii,o. 3 Pla m cxliii. 2; 4 Rom. x. 4, 10. 
ment, By | | | Ii 


his law, which requires perfect obedience, 


(38) 

If thou therefore, as a guilty hell-de- 
ſerving wretch, as a law-condemn'd and 
ſelf-condemn'd ſinner, appealeſt in the di- 
ſtreſs of thy ſoul to the righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt to anſwer for thee; if thou makeſt 
it thy only plea and refuge, receiveſt it by 
faith, putteſt thy hearty truſt in it, and 
willingly yieldeſt up thy ſelf to it, the 
goſpel- conſtitution makes it thine. Thou 
having the faith of the operation of God, 
and thereby receiving the gift of this r1gh- 
teouſneſs, it is made over to f conſtitute thee 
righteous. It is placed to thy account, 
that thou may'ſt be accepted of God in 
this world, and acquitted at the bar of 
judgment in the next. For they that re- 
cetve the gift of righteouſneſs, ſhall regu 
in life by one Jeſus Chriſt. Hence was the 
Apoſtle's defire to * be found at laſt in Chriſt, 
not having his own righteouſneſs which 1s if 
the lau; but that which is thro the faith if 
Chriſt, the righteouſneſs which is of God by 
faith. So that, if thou art found in Chriſt 
intereſted in his righteouſneſs by faith, thou 
wilt appear with ſafety and comfort at his 
bar; otherwiſe thou wilt be found ſpeech: 
leſs there. Venture there without it who 
will for me ; I dare not think of appearing 
at ſuch a tribunal but in the Redeemer's 
righteouſneſs. ht 
Rom. v. 17. ver. 17. Phil. iii. . 
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2. Thou muſt be born again. 


Thy nature muſt be renew'd and ſancti- 


fy'd by heart-changing purifying grace, 

| jen with thy = te 55 Chritt br all 
acceptance with God in him. Thou muſt 
have ' repentance toward God, as well as faith 
toward our Lord Feſus Chriſt. The temper 
of thy heart, and the way and, courſe of 


thy life muſt be turned from fin to holi- 


| neſs; or thou can'it not ſee God's face with 
comfort. Verily, verily, ſays Chriſt, ex- 
| cept a man be born again, he cannot ſee the 
E kingdom of God. We are to follow peace 
6 with all men, and holineſs, without which no 
nan ſhall ſee the Lord. 
all not fland in judgment, nor ſinners in the 
| congregation of the righteous. ; 


For the ungodly 


Tho regeneration and holineſs are not 


| the price of our diſcharge in judgment, yet 

they are the mark and inſcription that 

are found on all thoſe that ſhall be diſchar- 
ged there. We may think we ſhall then 
bear Chriſt inquiring concerning us, as 

be did about the tribute money that was 
ſhewn him, whoſe image and ſuperſcription 
| bath it? And according as it ſhall be found 
to be the image of God, or of the devil, 
he will ſay, render to God the things which 
| be God's ; and render to the devil the things 
Which be the devil's. 


If Chriſt don't ſee his mark, his image, 


| his 77/cription of renewing ſanctifying grace 


Acts xx. 21. John iii. 3, 3 Heb. xii, 14, 4 Pf. i 5, 


| 5 Luke xx, 24, 250 
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(40) 
upon thee, he will not own thee for one of 
his; he will not judge thee fit for heaven, 
nor adjudge thee to it ; but will order thee 
to * depart from him, as a worker of iniquity, 
ſaying, I know thee not; and whatever thy 
pretences are, I never knew thee. BY 

If therefore thou would'ſt ſtand with 
ſafety and eomfort in the day of judgment 
take heed of reſting ſhort of Chriſt, or of 
taking up with any faith in him that don't 
make thee conformable to him. See tha 
thou helieve with the heart untorighteoufne/W- 


that thy » faith work by love, and * purif 3 


and act with a governing view and conſcienf® 
tious reference to the future judgment. Gi 
the Lord no reſt till he hath wrought the 


the way, and by the means of his own aH 


pointment. Attend upon him with all ad 


ligence in the uſe of thoſe means, and wid 
a dependence on his grace, be /ooking WM 
his mercy to eternal life And in the ſtrengt 
of that grace, labour, that whether preſe 
or abſent, thou may ſt be accepted of him; a1 
that at laſt thou may'ſt be found, nt 
them who draw back unto perdition ; but 
them that believe to the ſaving of the ſoul. 


Gal. v. 6. „Act. . 


